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Povzetek

Leta 1852 se je pri cerkvi sv. Jožefa nad Celjem naselila prva skupina 
članov Misijonske družbe (skupnost duhovnikov in bratov je ustanovil sv. 
Vincencij Pavelski leta 1625 v Parizu). Kraj naselitve jim je predlagal bla-
ženi škof Anton Martin Slomšek, ki je v novi skupnosti dobil dobre sode-
lavce pri uresničevanju svojega pastoralnega načrta. Ob naselitvi je sku-
pnost začela pisati kroniko, ki je objavljena v tem zvezku. Pisec prvega dela 
kronike Anton Potočnik je zbral obilne podatke o zgodovini krščanstva na 
področju Celja, o krajevni zgodovini in o zgodovini cerkve sv. Jožefa, ki 
so jo prebivalci Celja postavili v 17. stol. kot zahvalo, da je epidemija kuge 
prenehala uničevati mesto. Predstavljena je gradnja cerkve in ustanovitev 
posebnega mesta za duhovnika, ki je imel skrb za ljudi, ki so obiskali sveti-
šče. Obširneje je orisan prihod Misijonske družbe v Avstrijo, prizadevanja 
za prve duhovne poklice, ki so omogočili, da je skupnost lahko sodelovala v 
slovenskih župnijah, in razvoj ustanov, na katerih so novi člani pridobivali 
svojo izobrazbo. Kronika nam govori o širjenju Misijonske družbe iz Celja 
v druge kraje in o širjenju ustanov, ki so jih prevzemale hčere krščanske 
ljubezni (usmiljenke), druga skupnost, ki jo je ustanovil sv. Vincencij. Leta 
1860 je skupnost misijonarjev za trajno prevzela cerkev sv. Jožefa, jo teme-
ljito prenovila in ob njej za misijonarje zgradila misijonsko hišo skupaj z 
domom duhovnih vaj, kjer so se v naslednjih letih zbirale različne skupi-
ne. Več strani Kronike je namenjenih predstavitvi dobrotnikov misijonske 
skupnosti, težavam, s katerimi se je skupnost srečevala v novem okolju, 
in o odnosu, ki ga je do nove skupnosti imela škofijska duhovščina. Med 
dejavnostmi, ki so jih v Avstriji začeli prevzemati člani Misijonske družbe, 
so obširneje predstavljeni ljudski misijoni in duhovne vaje, ki so jih misijo-
narji pripravljali tako v misijonski hiši kot po številnih župnijah. Kronika 
daje zanimivo sliko bogatih pastoralnih dejavnosti, ki so jih pripravljali v 
cerkvi sv. Jožefa in oriše vpliv, ki so ga misijonarji imeli na versko življenje 
v mnogih župnijah na Slovenskem, v Avstriji in na Hrvaškem. Po letu 1875 
je Kronika zapisana po kronološkem načelu v obliki zapisov pomembnih 
dogodkov, ki so se v misijonski hiši zgodili dan za dnem. Med temi velja 
omeniti poročila o odmevih prve svetovne vojne v življenju Cerkve in sku-
pnosti pri Sv. Jožefu. Velik del kronike je napisan v nemškem jeziku, manjši 
deli v latinskem, zadnjih deset let pa v slovenskem jeziku.
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Summary

In 1852, the first group of members of the Congregation of the Mission 
(the community of priests and brothers founded by St. Vincent de Paul 
in Paris in 1625) settled near the church of St. Joseph above Celje. The 
place of the settlement had been proposed by the blessed Bishop Anton 
Martin Slomšek who found in the new community skilful collaborators 
in executing his pastoral plan. After their arrival, the community began to 
write the Chronicles which are published in this volume. The writer of the 
first part of the Chronicles, Anton Potočnik, gathered a lot of information 
on the history of Christianity in the Celje area, on local history and on the 
history of the Church of St. Joseph built by the people of Celje in the 17th 
century as a thanksgiving for the termination of the plague that had ravaged 
the city. He describes the construction of the church and the establishment 
of a special place for the priest who took care of visitors to the shrine. There 
is an extensive outline of the arrival of the Congregation of the Mission 
to Austria, the efforts to encourage the first vocations that allowed the 
community to collaborate in Slovenian parishes and the development of 
the institutions in which the new members acquired their education. The 
Chronicles tell us about the spread of the Congregation of the Mission from 
Celje to other places and the spread of the institutions that were taken over 
by the Daughters of Charity, another community founded by St Vincent de 
Paul. In 1860, the community of missionaries took permanent charge of the 
Church of St. Joseph, had it thoroughly renovated and built an adjoining 
missionary house for the missionaries, as well as a retreat house where various 
groups gathered in the following years. Several pages of the Chronicles 
present the benefactors of the missionary community, the challenges which 
the community faced in the new environment and the relationship of the 
diocesan clergy to the new community. Among the activities that members 
of the Congregation of the Mission began to accept in Austria there is an 
extensive presentation of the parish missions and retreats given by the 
missionaries both in the missionary house and in numerous parishes. The 
Chronicles give an interesting picture of rich pastoral activities prepared in 
the church of St. Joseph and outlines the impact that the missionaries had 
on religious life in many parishes in Slovenia, Austria and Croatia. After 
1875, the Chronicles are written chronologically in the form of records of 
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important events that occurred day by day in the missionary house. Among 
the most noteworthy are the reports of the echoes of the First World War in 
the life of the Church and the community at St. Joseph. A large part of the 
Chronicles is written in German, small parts in Latin, the last ten years in 
the Slovenian language.
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